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PRESS INFORMATION
TEAM GALP ENERGIA
LISBOA - DAKAR 2006

LEG  7: ZOUERAT - ATAR
LIAISON : 10km- SS 7 : 499km – LIAISON : 12km

Team GALP ENERGIA lying in 11th place overall…

Carlos Sousa set the 10th fastest time today, between Zouérat and Atar. A terribly difficult stage which 
will undoubtedly bring a number of retirements.  At this time, only one third of the cars have reached the 
bivouac. An awful stage, which brings back memories of last year’s problems between Zouérat and 
Tichit…

Sand was definitely on the menu for this 7th special stage, which was 499km long. A particularly difficult stage, 
especially for the navigators, who had plenty of work to do in order to avoid the various traps.

Carlos Sousa, in his Nissan Navara, was able to limit the damage, despite a small misadventure which he could 
have well done without…

« Globally, the day was satisfactory, despite a bit of time lost in the dunes.  We didn’t deflate the tyres in the first 
chains of dunes, but 5 km from the end, the car was overheating a bit, and we stopped to deflate them, and to 
carry on with a bit less force.  
We were on a slope, and I went into reverse without seeing that there were large clumps of camel grass behind 
us. The car stopped between the two clumps, in a difficult position, and we couldn’t put down the jacks or the 
plaques.  We had to dig ourselves out, and we lost around 55 minutes. It was really a stupid mistake on my 
behalf, and I am sorry for the whole Team, who put in an excellent job.  

Apart from that, the car was working very well.  It is very efficient over this sort of ground.  I hope that the next two 
stages will allow us to further improve our position.  It’s only default is a lack of topspeed.  Yesterday, there was a 
long, very fast, section in the middle of the stage, and both the BMWs and the Schlesser buggys literally left us 
standing.  It was really impossible to follow them. 

Today, we are right in the middle of the Dakar, and fatigue is beginning to set in, which is most probably why I 
was a bit inattentive.  When we got stuck, I suddenly felt shattered, and it took me a few minutes to sort myself 
out. 
Now, our position is clear : to hope to make any further progress in the overall classification, we will have to cross 
the next dune stages without difficulties, and to hope that our rivals have problems … »

Tomorrow they head for Nouakchott, the day before the rest day.  A day to be spent getting back in shape, men 
and machines alike. 



Classification SS 7 – 499km 
Ps Nr Name Make Time Gap
1 300 PETERHANSEL (FRA) 

COTTRET (FRA) MITSUBISHI 5:52:18 0:00:00
2 302 ALPHAND (FRA) 

PICARD (FRA) MITSUBISHI 5:56:41 0:04:23
3 303 KLEINSCHMIDT (ALL) 

PONS (ITA) VOLKSWAGEN 6:04:07 0:11:49
4       305     DE VILLIERS (AFS) 

THORNER (SUE) VOLKSWAGEN 6:08:47 0:16:29
5 308 AL ATTIYAH (QAT) 

GUEHENNEC (FRA) BMW 6:25:30 0:33:12
6 307 SAINZ (ESP) 

SCHULZ (ALL) VOLKSWAGEN 6:27:02 0:34:44
7 304 ROMA (ESP) 

MAGNE (FRA) MITSUBISHI 6:33:01 0:40:43
8 314 SCHLESSER (FRA) 

BORSOTTO (FRA) SCHLES-FORD-RAID 7:06:42 1:14:24
9 415 KAHLE (ALL) 

SCHUENEMANN (ALL) HONDA 7:28:15 1:35:57
10 311 SOUSA (POR) 

LURQUIN (BEL) NISSAN 7:28:31 1:36:13
…

Provisional Overall Classification after SS 7

Ps Nr Name Make Time Gap
1 302 ALPHAND (FRA) 

PICARD (FRA) MITSUBISHI 22:32:41 0:00:00
2 300 PETERHANSEL (FRA) 

COTTRET (FRA) MITSUBISHI 22:35:53 0:03:12
3 303 KLEINSCHMIDT (ALL) 

PONS (ITA) VOLKSWAGEN 22:38:39 0:05:58
4 305 DE VILLIERS (AFS) 

THORNER (SUE) VOLKSWAGEN 22:42:45 0:10:04
5 307 SAINZ (ESP) 

SCHULZ (ALL) VOLKSWAGEN 23:01:22 0:28:41
6 304 ROMA (ESP) 

MAGNE (FRA) MITSUBISHI 23:18:25 0:45:44
7 314 SCHLESSER (FRA) 

BORSOTTO (FRA) SCHLES-FORD 23:41:42 1:09:01
11 311 SOUSA (POR) 

LURQUIN (BEL) NISSAN 25:18:19 2:45:38
…
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Photos
An internet photo site for Team GALP ENERGIA is available, where high-resolution photos can be 
downloaded (copyright free for press use only). This site will be updated daily during the event.  To use the 
site, go to the following address, then identify yourself with the given user name and password : 

Address : www..nismopress.com
Username : nismo
Password : press


